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The 1960s are commonly portrayed as the decade of emancipation and opening up of 
future possibilities. In this lecture, I will argue that this does not apply to the nuclear 
weapons realm at all. In that realm, the 1960s witness a series of intellectual and 
technological changes that considerably narrow the scope of imagined futures. The idea 
that nuclear weapons are the least changeable part of our world becomes entrenched to 
the point of turning the nuclear eternity into the only conceivable future. Further, I will 
argue that this nuclear eternity was born alongside an acceleration of nuclear weapons 
politics with the deployment and mass production of intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMs) which travel roughly twenty times faster than bombers, the previous 
generation of delivery vehicles for nuclear weapons. Given the intolerability of nuclear 
explosions and the incentive to strike first which comes with such an increase in the 
speed of possible nuclear violence, locating and targeting any enemy nuclear weapons 
become imperative. These imperatives were the main drivers of the production of a 
satellite infrastructure of global surveillance which will produce the image of the Earth 
as a whole. In that respect, the entrenchment of an imaginary of nuclear eternity and 
the infrastructure of global surveillance were produced at the same time, during that 
decade hastily characterized as a time of emancipation. 
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