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Motivation I.

* Why did you decide to study towards a PhD?

10 20 30 40 50 60 70

(@)

Academic or research job prospect

Staying active in a field of my interest
Teaching job prospect

A better outlook for a career outside of academia
A flexible way of life

Not having a clear idea about my future job

Other reason

)

Prolonging studies due to difficulty in finding a good job
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Motivation II.

* Which career path is your preferred career path?

m Academia or Research
m Public or Non-Profit

m Private

m Teaching
m | do not have clear preferences
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Motivation II.

* Private sector as a preferred career path:

Area Studies

International Relations
Modern History
Political Science

Public and Social Policy

FACULTY

OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Charles University




Motivation lll.

* The preferred career pathis...

exactly in the field of your PhD

closely related to the field of your PhD

somewhat related to the field of your...

unrelated to the field of your PhD

| do not have clear preferences
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Motivation IV.

* Atthe moment, how importantis it for you to finish your
PhD successfully?
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Motivation V.

* Which of the following activities are enjoyable for you?

conducting own dissertation research

effectively collaborating with the advisor, other students, and co-authors
learning research methods

teaching

presenting at conferences

long-term visits abroad (over one month)

getting work published well

short-term visits abroad (up to one month)

supervising bachelor theses

preparing grant applications

other or nothing
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Challenges I.

* Which of the following activities are the most challenging
for you?

0
getting work published well [

preparing grant applications | ———
conducting own dissertation research [ ———
revising work based on reports by reviewers and opponents [ ————
effectively collaborating with the advisor, other students, and co-authors | ——
presenting at conferences [ ——
learning research methods ~ EE—
teaching —
long-term visits abroad (over one month) Il
short-term visits abroad (up to one month) I __
supervising bachelor theses  mm
.

other or nothing
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Challenges IlI.

* How many hours weekly have you on average spent with
your PhD studies in this academic year?

more than 40 hours -
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Challenges IlI.

* Foryou specifically, how difficult are the requirements to

obtain a PhD in your program?

easy

too demanding
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Challenges IV.

* Time pressure under which you study your PhD is:

low

medium
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Challenges V.

* How do you see your chance to finish successfully your
PhD. studies?

very high

high

neither high nor low

|

low

unclear 1
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Satisfaction |.

* The overall satisfaction with your supervisor is...

medium

low

very low
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Satisfaction Il.

e Satisfaction with your PhD. studies until now:

very satisfied
neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

dissatisfied
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Conclusions

* Qur students are committed with a strong focus on academia and
research; the main values are creativity and collaboration.

* Myrecommendations

— Do not underestimate how difficult it is to get into selective

journals (find a truly good idea, demonstrate skills, a proper fit to
the literature, serious topic vs. fad)

— Force yourself to learn more methods!
— Get mentally ready for tough audiences and tough reviewers

— Getready to do unpleasant tasks (paperwork, grants, bureaucracy,
undergraduate students)
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