
 
 

Project title: Brighton’s Queer Heritage Practices - Past, Present, and Future 

 
 
Description: 
 
The Sussex Humanities Lab, a Centre of Excellance at the University of Sussex, has worked in 
partnership with Queer Heritage South (produced by Brighton based cultural or Marlborough 
Productions) for a decade. This partnership has culminated in a number of research collaborations, most 
recently to develop the QHS digital archive, which currenly features over 400 items deposited by 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community.  
 
Working with Dr Sharon Webb, Associate Professor in Digital Humanities and a Director of the Sussex 
Digital Humanities Lab, alongside members of the QHS team, this project, ‘Brighton’s Queer Heritage 
Practices - Past, Present, and Future’, aims to digitise and catalogue key items related to the Brighton 
Ourstory collection, held at The Keep (an archive associated both to the records of the University of 
Sussex and East Sussex more broadly). The Brighton Ourstory collection is a key and valuable resource 
which relates to political activism and the city’s queer cultural life. Additionally, it represents the 
significant history of community heritage work in Brighton. 
 
Over the course of this project, student’s will not only develop the collection, they will also develop and 
create critical, research driven and community driven, praxis for queer cultural hertiage.  
 
Specific activites will include: 

- support the digitisation and cataloguing of paper-based collections at The Keep 
- support the cataloguing of the Queer Heritage South collection 
- produce research driven outputs to promote archive collections e.g. social media posts, blog 

posts and interviews with contributors 
- writing best practice guidelines, with QHS and Dr Webb, on queer arhiving methods and 

approahces.  
 

Method 
- Carry out literature review of queer archiving/hertiage methods and practices, develop a 

bibliography. 
- Qualitative research in the Keep to identify key items for digitisation, working with the Queer 

Heritage South project team and Dr Webb. 
- Digitisation items/collections identified, and writing metadata (following and developing 

metadata best practice for queer hertiage) 
  

Skills / experience required 
- Archive research skills 
- Research skills 
- Working with archive materials 
- Journalistic writing 
- Interviewing 
- Experience of working with LGBTQIA+ communities 
- Collaborative team work 
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Learning Outcomes 
 

- Evaluate approaches to queer hertiage praxis.  
- Develop practice and research skills related to queer archiving and hertiage 
- Collaborate productively in the planning and execution of community work. 
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